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ASEAN 


ASEAN! an abbreviation for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 2ll[13] is a political and 
economic union of 10 states in Southeast Asia. Together, its member states represent a 
population of over 600 million over a land area of 4.5 million km? (1.7 million sq mi).[141 The bloc 


USS$10.2 trillion in 2022, constituting approximately 6.5% of global GDP (Ppp). | ASEAN member 
states include some of the fastest growing economies in the world. 


The primary objectives as stated by the association are!45 "to accelerate economic growth, 
social progress and cultural development in the region", and "to promote regional peace and 
stability through abiding respect for justice and the rule of law in the relationship among 
countries in the region and adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter." The bloc 
has broadened its objectives beyond economic and social spheres, aiming to emulate the 
European Union by establishing a shared security regime. 


ASEAN engages with other supranational entities in the Asia-Pacific region and beyond: it is a 
major partner of the UN, SCO, PA, GCC, MERCOSUR, CELAC, and ECO,4 It hosts diplomatic 
missions throughout the world, I[18I[12I20] pyaintaining a global network of relationships, and is 
considered by many to be a global powerhouse, 21/22] and even the central forum for cooperation 
in the region.!23I Its success has become the driving force of some of the largest trade blocs in 
history, including APEC and Rcep [24ll2siizeli27[28){29] 


ASEAN headquarters in Jakarta 


History 


Founding 


The predecessor of ASEAN was the 
Association of Southeast Asia (ASA), formed 
on 31 July 1961 and consisting of Thailand 
the Philippines, and the Federation of 
Malaya. 20lI8] ASEAN itself was created on 8 
August 1967, when the foreign ministers of 
five countries—Indonesia, Malaysia, the 


the ASEAN Declaration. 22! According to the 
Declaration, ASEAN aims to accelerate 
economic, social, and cultural development in 
the region, as well as promoting regional 
peace, to collaborate on matters of shared 
interest, and to promote Southeast Asian 
studies and maintain close cooperation with 
existing international organisations. 831l341 


The creation of ASEAN was initially motivated 
by the desire to contain communism, 25ll8el 


which had taken a foothold in mainland Asia N 
after World War Il, with the formation of 
communist governments in Korea, China, and 


Vietnam, accompanied by the so-called at 
communist "emergency" in British Malaya, and 

unrest in the recently decolonized Philippines. fe) 
These events also encouraged the earlier ns 


formation of the South East Asia Treaty 
Organization (SEATO), led by the United 
States, United Kingdom, and Australia, with 
several Southeast Asian partners in 1954 as 
an extension of "containment" policy, seeking 
to create an Eastern version of NATO_/821 
However, the local member states of ASEAN 
group achieved greater cohesion in the mid- 
1970s following a change in the balance of 
power after the fall of Saigon and the end of 
the Vietnam War in April 1975 and the decline 
of SEATO. 


ASEAN's first summit meeting, held in Bali, 
Indonesia, in 1976, resulted in an agreement 
on several industrial projects and the signing 
of a Treaty of Amity and Cooperation, and a 
Declaration of Concord. The end of the Cold 
War allowed ASEAN countries to exercise 
greater political independence in the region, 
and in the 1990s, ASEAN emerged as a 
leading voice on regional trade and security 
issues. 38! 


On 15 December 1995, the Southeast Asian 
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty was signed 
to turn Southeast Asia into a nuclear-weapon- 
free Zone. The treaty took effect on 28 March 
1997 after all but one of the member states 
had ratified it. It became fully effective on 21 
June 2001 after the Philippines ratified it, 


effectively banning all nuclear weapons in the 


region. 391 


Expansion 


On 7 January 1984, Brunei became ASEAN's 
sixth member!42l and on 28 July 1995, 
following the end of the Cold War, Vietnam 
joined as the seventh member. |41] Laos and 
Myanmar (formerly Burma) joined two years 
later on 23 July 1997./42! Cambodia was to 
join at the same time as Laos and Myanmar, 
but a Cambodian coup in 1997 and other 
internal instability delayed its entry, (431 It then 
joined on 30 April 1999 following the 
stabilization of its government. |421[441 


In 2006, ASEAN was given observer status at 


the United Nations General Assembly, 49! |n 


response, the organization awarded the status 


of "dialogue partner" to the UN.|46! 


Commonality 


Besides their close geographic proximity, 
political scholars consider Southeast Asian 
nations a cultural crossroads between East 
Asia and South Asia, located at critical 
junctions of the South China Sea as well as 
the Indian Ocean, and as a result received 
much influence from Islamic and Persian 
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influences prior to the European colonial 
[47][48] 


ages. 
Since around 100 BCE, the Southeast Asian 
archipelago occupied a central position at the 
crossroads of the Indian Ocean and the South 
China Sea trading routes, which stimulated 
the economy and the influx of ideas. 42! This 
included the introduction of abugida scripts to 
Southeast Asia as well as the Chinese script 
to Vietnam. Besides various indigenous 
scripts, various abugida Brahmic scripts were 
widespread in both continental and insular 
Southeast Asia. Historically, scripts such as 
Pallava, Kawi (from ancient Tamil script) and 
Rencong or Surat Ulu were used to write Old 
Malay, until they were replaced by Jawi during 
Islamic missionary missions in the Malay 
Archipelago. 9! 


European colonialism influenced most ASEAN 
countries, including French Indochina 
(present-day Vietnam, Laos & Cambodia), 
British Burma, Malaya and Borneo (present- 
day Myanmar, Malaysia & Singapore, and 
Brunei), Dutch East Indies (present day 
Indonesia), Spanish East Indies (present-day 
Philippines and various other colonies), and 
Portuguese Timor (present-day Timor-Leste), 
with only Thailand (then Siam) not formed 
from a prior European colony, 21] Siam served 
as a convenient buffer state, sandwiched 
between British Burma and French Indochina, 
but its kings had to contend with unequal 
treaties as well as British and French political 
interference and territorial losses after the 
Franco-Siamese conflict of 1893 and the 
Anglo-Siamese Treaty of 1909.'52! Under 
European colonization, Southeast Asian 
nations were introduced to European religions 
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and technologies, as well as the Latin 
alphabet. 


The Japanese Empire, in the vein of the 
Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere 
concept, sought to unite and create a pan- 
Asian identity against Western colonial 
occupation, but Japan's alliance with the Axis 
powers in World War II soured relations 
between many colonies of Europe and the 
United States. Atomic bombings of Japan 
eventuated in decolonization movements 
throughout Southeast Asia, resulting in the 
independent ASEAN states of today. 


The ASEAN 
Charter 


On 15 December 2008, the member states 
met in Jakarta to launch the charter signed in 
November 2007, to move closer to "an EU- 
style community"./53l The charter formally 
established ASEAN as a legal entity, aiming to 
create a single trade bloc for a region 
encompassing 500 million people. Indonesian 
president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono stated: 
"This is amomentous development when 
ASEAN is consolidating, integrating, and 
transforming itself into a community. It is 
achieved while ASEAN seeks a more vigorous 
role in Asian and global affairs at a time when 


the international system is experiencing a 
seismic shift". Referring to climate change 
and economic upheaval, he concluded: 
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"Southeast Asia is no longer the bitterly 
divided, war-torn region it was in the 1960s 
and 1970s". 


The financial crisis of 2007-2008 was seen 
as a threat to the charter's goals, S41 and also 
set forth the idea of a proposed human rights 
body to be discussed at a future summit in 
February 2009. This proposition caused 
controversy, as the body would not have the 
power to impose sanctions or punish 
countries which violated citizens’ rights and 
would, therefore, be limited in 
effectiveness. !55! The body was established 
later in 2009 as the ASEAN Intergovernmental 
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR). 


In November 2012, the commission adopted 
the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration. [6 
However, their human rights declaration has 
been critiqued widely by the international 
community, with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights stating that 
the declaration was worded in problematic 
ways that do not easily align with international 
norms. Likewise, the Human Rights Watch in 
the United States noted several important 
fundamental rights were omitted or not clearly 
established [2] 


The ASEAN chair is a rotating position, 
currently held by Laos.!58] Recent ASEAN 
chairs are as follows !©2! 
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Public health 


In response to pandemics, ASEAN has 
coordinated with ASEAN+3 and other actors 
to create a regional public health response. £2 
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SARS outbreak 


During the SARS outbreak, ASEAN and 
ASEAN+3 worked together to devise a 
response to the outbreak. Immediate and 
short-to-medium term measures were 
devised. The parties agreed to enhance 
sharing of best practices against the disease 
while also agreeing to bolster collaboration 
between their respective health authorities 
and harmonize travel procedures to ensure 
that proper health screening would occur. In 
addition, China offered to contribute $1.2 
million to the ASEAN SARS fund, made both to 
show that it was willing to cooperate with the 
rest of the region and make amends for its 
withholding of information during the initial 


stages of the outbreak. [61 


H1N1 pandemic 


ASEAN held a special meeting between 
ASEAN and ASEAN+3 health ministers on 8 
May 2009, on responding to the H1N1 
pandemic. !£2! At this meeting, it was agreed 
that hotlines would be established between 
public health authorities, joint response teams 
would be formed, and ongoing research 
efforts would be bolstered. 
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Myanmar crisis 


Since 2017, political, military and ethnic 
affairs in Myanmar have posed unusual 
challenges for ASEAN, creating precedent- 
breaking situations and threatening the 
traditions and unity of the group, and its 
global standing/Sslls4llssiisell62]_with ASEAN 
responses indicating possible fundamental 
change in the nature of the 

organization! ee 
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The Rohingya genocide erupting in Myanmar zone 
in August 2017-killing thousands of Rohingya 
people in MyanmarZ3IlZ4IIZ5I qriving most into 
neighboring Bangladesh, and continuing for 
months/SIIZZIIZ8I291_ created a global outcry 
demanding ASEAN take action against the 
civilian-military coalition government of 
Myanmar, which had long discriminated against the Rohingya, and had launched the 2017 
attacks upon them. [ssllsolisiis2) 


2021 Myanmar coup 


On 1 February 2021, the day before a newly elected slate of civilian leaders was to take office in 
Myanmar, a military junta overthrew Myanmar's civilian government in a coup d'etat, declaring a 
national state of emergency, imposing martial law, arresting elected civilian leaders, violently 


clamping down on dissent, and replacing civilian government with the military's 


Widespread protests and resistance erupted, and elements of the civilian leadership formed an 
underground "National Unity Government" (NUG). Global opposition to the coup emerged, and 
global pressure was brought on ASEAN to take action, 8z/[ssilsellsaiigo] 


Member states 


Map showing the member states of ASEAN. 
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Observer states 


There are currently two states seeking accession to ASEAN: East Timor!2l and Papua New 
Guinea, 23ll941 


e Accession of East Timor to ASEAN 
(since 2002, observer status since 
2022)|251 


e Accession of Papua New Guinea to 
ASEAN (observer status since 1976) 


Demographics 


As of 1 July 2019, the population of the ASEAN was about 655 million people (8.5% of the world 
population). !26ll2z] In 2019, 55.2 million children were age 0-4 and 46.3 million were older than 65 
in the ASEAN. This corresponds to 8.4% and 7.1% of the total ASEAN population. The region's 
population growth is 1.1% per year with Thailand being the smallest at 0.2% per year, and 
Cambodia being the largest at 1.9% per year. ASEAN's Sex ratio is 99.6, with 326.4 million males 
and 327.8 million females. 


Urban 


An urban area, built-up area or urban agglomeration is a human settlement with a high 
population density and an infrastructure of built environment. Urban areas originate through 
urbanization, and researchers categorize them as cities, towns, conurbations or suburbs. The 20 
largest metropolitan areas within ASEAN are as follows. 
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The ASEAN Way 


The "ASEAN Way" refers to a methodology or approach to solving issues that respect Southeast 
Asia's cultural norms. Masilamani and Peterson summarise it as "a working process or style that 
is informal and personal. Policymakers constantly utilise compromise, consensus, and 
consultation in the informal decision-making process... it above all prioritises a consensus- 
based, non-conflictual way of addressing problems. Quiet diplomacy allows ASEAN leaders to 
communicate without bringing the discussions into the public view. Members avoid the 
embarrassment that may lead to further conflict."!422! It has been said that the merits of the 
ASEAN Way might "be usefully applied to global conflict management". However, critics have 
argued that such an approach can be only applied to Asian countries, to specific cultural norms 
and understandings notably, due to a difference in mindset and level of tension. !108!:pp113-118 


Critics object, claiming that the ASEAN Way's emphasis on consultation, consensus, and non- 
interference forces the organization to adopt only those policies which satisfy the lowest 
common denominator. Decision-making by consensus requires members to see eye-to-eye 
before ASEAN can move forward on an issue. Members may not have a common conception of 
the meaning of the ASEAN Way. Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos emphasize non-interference 
while older member countries focus on co-operation and co-ordination. These differences hinder 
efforts to find common solutions to particular issues, but also make it difficult to determine 
when collective action is appropriate in a given situation. [1091:161-163 


Structure 


Beginning in 1997, heads of each member state adopted the ASEAN Vision 2020 during the 
group's 30th anniversary meeting held in Kuala Lumpur. As a means for the realization of a 
single ASEAN community, this vision provides provisions on peace and stability, a nuclear-free 
region, closer economic integration, human development, sustainable development, cultural 
heritage, being a drug-free region, environment among others. The vision also aimed to "see an 
outward-looking ASEAN playing a pivotal role in the international fora, and advancing ASEAN's 
common interests" [10111] 

ASEAN Vision 2020 was formalized and made comprehensive through the Bali Concord II in 
2003. Three major pillars of a single ASEAN community were established: Political-Security 
Community (APSC), Economic Community (AEC) and Socio-Cultural Community 
(ASCC),H121l131[11311141115] To fully embody the three pillars as part of the 2015 integration, 
blueprints for APSC and ASCC were subsequently adopted in 2009 in Cha-am Thailand. '“4 The 
ASEAN Community, initially planned to commence by 2020, was accelerated to begin by 31 
December 2015.'“] It was decided during the 12th ASEAN Summit in Cebu in 2007.!1181 


AEC Blueprint 


ASEAN leaders sign the declaration of 
the ASEAN Economic Community 
during the 27th ASEAN Summit in 
Kuala Lumpur, 2015 


The AEC aims to "implement economic integration initiatives" to create a single market for 
member states. !119Il120] The blueprint that serves as a comprehensive guide for the 


establishment of the community was adopted on 20 November 2007 at the 13th ASEAN Summit 
in Singapore, !1191l121) Its characteristics include a single market and production base, a highly 
competitive economic region, a region of fair economic development, and a region fully 
integrated into the global economy. The areas of cooperation include human resources 
development, recognition of professional qualifications, closer consultation economic policies, 
enhanced infrastructure and communications connectivity, integrating industries for regional 
sourcing, and strengthening private sector involvement. Through the free movement of skilled 
labor, goods, services and investment, ASEAN would rise globally as one market, thus increasing 
its competitiveness and opportunities for development. !122! 


APSC Blueprint 


During the 14th ASEAN Summit, the group adopted the APSC Blueprint./123] This document is 
aimed at creating a robust political-security environment within ASEAN, with programs and 
activities outlined to establish the APSC by 2016. It is based on the ASEAN Charter, the ASEAN 
Security Community Plan of Action, and the Vientiane Action Program. The APSC aims to create 
a sense of responsibility toward comprehensive security and a dynamic, outward-looking region 
in an increasingly integrated and interdependent world. 


The ASEAN Defense Industry Collaboration (ADIC) was proposed at the 4th ASEAN Defense 
Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) on 11 May 2010 in Hanoi,!124I It has the purpose, among others, to 
reduce defense imports from non-ASEAN countries by half and to further develop the defense 
industry in the region.!125l it was formally adopted on the next ADMM on 19 May 2011, in 
Jakarta, Indonesia.!126! The main focus is to industrially and technologically boost the security 
capability of ASEAN, 221128] consistent with the principles of flexibility and non-binding and 
voluntary participation among the member states, !1291[130] The concept revolves around 
education and capability-building programs to develop the skills and capabilities of the 
workforce, production of capital for defense products, and the provision of numerous services to 
address the security needs of each member state. It also aims to develop an intra-ASEAN 
defense trade.!24l ADIC aims to establish a strong defense industry relying on the local 
capabilities of each member state and limit annual procurement from external original 
equipment manufacturers (OEMs).!1241 Countries like the US, Germany, Russia, France, Italy, UK, 
China, South Korea, Israel, and the Netherlands are among the major suppliers to ASEAN 131 
ASEAN defense budget rose by 147% from 2004 to 2013 and is expected to rise further in the 
future.!!32] Factors affecting the increase include economic growth, ageing equipment, and the 
plan to strengthen the establishment of the defense industry.!133] ASEANAPOL is also 


established to enhance cooperation on law enforcement and crime control among police forces 
of member states. !134I 


ASCC Blueprint 


The ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC) was also adopted during the 14th ASEAN 
Summit.!135I |t envisions an "ASEAN Community that is people-centered and socially responsible 
with a view to achieving enduring solidarity and unity among the countries and peoples of 
ASEAN by forging a common identity and building a caring and sharing society which is 
inclusive and harmonious where the well-being, livelihood, and welfare of the peoples are 
enhanced". Among its focus areas include human development, social welfare and protection, 
social justice and rights, environmental sustainability, building the ASEAN identity, and narrowing 
the development gap. 


To track the progress of the AEC, a compliance tool called the AEC Scorecard was developed 
based on the EU Internal Market Scorecard.!!36l |t is the only one in effect!!32] and is expected to 
serve as an unbiased assessment tool to measure the extent of integration and the economic 
health of the region. It is expected to provide relevant information about regional priorities, and 
thus foster productive, inclusive, and sustainable growth. 138] It makes it possible to monitor the 
implementation of ASEAN agreements, and the achievement of milestones indicated in the AEC 
Strategic Schedule. The scorecard outlines specific actions that must be undertaken collectively 
and individually to establish AEC by 2015.!138! To date, two official scorecards have been 
published, one in 2010,!/39! and the other in 2012.!1401I136l However, the scorecard is purely 
quantitative, as it only examines whether a member state has performed the AEC task or not. 
The more "yes" answers, the higher the score, 137] 


APAEC blueprint 


Part of the work towards the ASEAN Economic Community is the integration of the energy 
systems of the ASEAN member states. The blueprint for this integration is provided by the 
ASEAN Plan of Action for Energy Cooperation (APAEC). 141] APAEC is managed by the ASEAN 
Center for Energy. 


2020 ASEAN Banking Integration 
Framework 


As trade is liberalized with the integration in 2015, the need arises for ASEAN banking 
institutions to accommodate and expand their services to an intra-7ASEAN market. Experts, 
however, have already forecast a shaky economic transition, especially for smaller players in the 
banking and financial services industry. Two separate reports by Standard & Poor's (S&P) outline 
the challenges that ASEAN financial institutions face as they prepare for the 2020 banking 
integration. le! The reports point out that overcrowded banking sector in the Philippines is 
expected to feel the most pressure as the integration welcomes tighter competition with bigger 
and more established foreign banks.!142! As a result, there needs to be a regional expansion by 
countries with a small banking sector to lessen the impact of the post-integration environment. 
In a follow-up report, S&P recently cited the Philippines for "shoring up its network bases and 
building up capital ahead of the banking integration — playing defense and strengthening their 
domestic networks" ./142! 


Financial integration roadmap 


The roadmap for financial integration is the latest regional initiative that aims to strengthen local 
self-help and support mechanisms. The roadmap's implementation would contribute to the 
realization of the AEC. Adoption of a common currency, when conditions are ripe, could be the 
final stage of the AEC. The roadmap identifies approaches and milestones in capital market 
development, capital account and financial services liberalization, and ASEAN currency 
cooperation. Capital market development entails promoting institutional capacity as well as the 
facilitation of greater cross-border collaboration, linkages, and harmonization between capital 
markets. Orderly capital account liberalization would be promoted with adequate safeguards 
against volatility and systemic risks. To expedite the process of financial services liberalization, 
ASEAN has agreed on a positive list modality and adopted milestones to facilitate negotiations. 
Currency cooperation would involve the exploration of possible currency arrangements, 
including an ASEAN currency payment system for trade in local goods to reduce the demand for 
US dollars and to help promote stability of regional currencies, such as by settling intra-ASEAN 
trade using regional currencies. 143] 


Food security 


Member states recognize the importance of strengthening food security to maintain stability 
and prosperity in the region.!144] As ASEAN moves towards AEC and beyond, food security would 
be an integral part of the community-building agenda.!145] Strengthened food security is even 
more relevant in light of potentially severe risks from climate change with agriculture and 
fisheries being the most affected industries. !144 


Part of the aim of ASEAN integration is to achieve food security collectively via trade in rice and 
maize. Trade facilitation measures and the harmonization/equivalency of food regulation and 
control standards would reduce the cost of trade in food products. While specialization and 
revealed comparative and competitive indices point to complementarities between trade 
patterns among the member states, intra-ASEAN trade in agriculture is quite small, something 
that integration could address.!142] The MARKET project would provide flexible and demand- 
driven support to the ASEAN Secretariat while bringing more private-sector and civil-society 
input into regional agriculture policy dialogue. By building an environment that reduces barriers 
to trade, ASEAN trade would increase, thereby decreasing the risk of food price crisis, {1481 


Economy 


Population 
in milli 
Rank'2l Country awn 
(2023) 
— [Gj ASEAN 683.29 
Le 
1 277.432 
Indonesia 
2 mam Thailand 70.171 
3|.. 5.659 
Singapore 
4 EE Vietnam 100.345 
5 & Malaysia 33.410 
6 = 112.890 
hilippines 
* 
7 — 54.205 
Myanmar 
8 — : 16.944 
Cambodia 
9 —— Brunei 0.442 
10 fj Laos 7.582 


GDP 
Nominal 
millions of 


USD (2023) 


3,942,791 
1,391,778 
974,231 
915,090 


449,094 
447,026 


440,990 


63,988 


32,602 


15,506 
14,091 


GDP 
Nominal 
per capita 
USD (2023) 


3,012 
5,016 
8,181 
91,100 


4,475 
13,382 


3,905 


1,180 


1,896 


39,103 
1,858 


GDP 
(PPP) 


millions of 


Int$ 
(2023) 


11,203,023 
4,398,729 
1,591,402 

757,726 


1,450,281 
1,230,823 


1,301,281 


276,196 


98,405 


35,103 
74,309 


GDP 
(PPP) 
per 
capita 
Int$ 
(2023) 


16,516 
15,855 
22,675 
133,894 


14,458 
36,846 


11,420 


3,131 


6,092 


75,083 
9,800 


The group sought economic integration by creating the AEC by the end of 2015 that established 
a single market,!/49! The average economic growth of member states from 1989 to 2009 was 
between 3.8% and 7%. This was greater than the average growth of APEC, which was 2.8%, 1501 
The ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA), established on 28 January 1992,!151] includes a Common 
Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) to promote the free flow of goods between member 


states.!149] ASEAN had only six members when it was signed. The new member states (Vietnam, 
Laos, Myanmar, and Cambodia) have not fully met AFTA's obligations, but are officially 
considered part of the agreement as they were required to sign it upon entry into ASEAN, and 
were given longer time frames to meet AFTA's tariff reduction obligations. !152! The next steps are 
to create a single market and production base, a competitive economic region, a region of 
equitable economic development, and a region that is fully integrated into the global economy. 
Since 2007, ASEAN countries have gradually lowered their import duties to member states, with 
a target of zero import duties by 2016.53] 


ASEAN countries have many economic zones (industrial parks, eco-industrial parks, special 
economic zones, technology parks, and innovation districts) (see reference for comprehensive 
list from 201 5), [154] In 2018, eight of the ASEAN members are among the world's outperforming 
economies, with positive long-term prospect for the region. [155] ASEAN's Secretariat projects 
that the regional body will grow to become the world's fourth largest economy by 2030, !156l 


The ASEAN Centre for Energy publishes the ASEAN Energy Outlook every five years, analysing 
and promoting the integration of national energy systems across the region. The sixth edition 
was published in 2020, 11521 


Internal market 


ASEAN planned to establish a single market based upon the four freedoms by the end of 2015, 
with the goal of ensuring free flow of goods, services, skilled labour, and capital. The ASEAN 
Economic Community was formed in 201 5,158] but the group deferred about 20% of the 
harmonization provisions needed to create a common market and set a new deadline of 

2025, 159] 


Until the end of 2010, intra-ASEAN trade was still low as trade involved mainly exports to 
countries outside the region, with the exception of Laos and Myanmar, whose foreign trade was 
ASEAN-oriented.!1£4I In 2009, realised foreign direct investment (FDI) was US$37.9 billion and 
increased two-fold in 2010 to US$75.8 billion. 22% of FDI came from the European Union 
followed by ASEAN countries (16%), and by Japan and the United States. 


The ASEAN Framework Agreement on Trade in Services (AFAS) was adopted at the ASEAN 
Summit in Bangkok in December 1995,!161] Under the agreement, member states enter into 
successive rounds of negotiations to liberalise trade in services with the aim of submitting 


increasingly higher levels of commitment. ASEAN has concluded seven packages of 
commitments under AFAS.!162] 


Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) have been agreed upon by ASEAN for eight 
professions: physicians, dentists, nurses, architects, engineers, accountants, surveyors, and 
tourism professionals. Individuals in these professions will be free to work in any ASEAN states 
effective 31 December 2015, 163ll164ll165] 


In addition, six member states (Malaysia, Vietnam (2 exchanges), Indonesia, Philippines, 
Thailand, and Singapore) have collaborated on integrating their stock exchanges, which includes 
70% of its transaction values with the goal to compete with international exchanges. |168l 


Single market will also include the ASEAN Single Aviation Market (ASEAN-SAM), the region's 
aviation policy geared towards the development of a unified and single aviation market in 
Southeast Asia. It was proposed by the ASEAN Air Transport Working Group, supported by the 
ASEAN Senior Transport Officials Meeting, and endorsed by the ASEAN Transport Ministers. [1621 
It is expected to liberalise air travel between member states allowing ASEAN airlines to benefit 
directly from the growth in air travel, and also free up tourism, trade, investment, and service 
flows. !1621I168] since 1 December 2008, restrictions on the third and fourth freedoms of the air 
between capital cities of member states for air passenger services have been removed, !162 
while from 1 January 2009, full liberalisation of air freight services in the region took 

effect, [16zI[168] On 4 January 2011, full liberalisation on fifth freedom traffic rights between all 
capital cities took effect.122 This policy supersedes existing unilateral, bilateral, and multilateral 
air services agreements among member states which are inconsistent with its provisions. 


Monetary union 


The concept of an Asian Currency Unit (ACU) started in the middle of the 1990s, prior to the 
1997 Asian financial crisis.) It is a proposed basket of Asian currencies, similar to the 
European Currency Unit, which was the precursor of the Euro. The Asian Development Bank is 
responsible for exploring the feasibility and construction of the basket,!121Il22] since the ACU is 
being considered to be a precursor to a common currency, it has a dynamic outlook of the 
region.!123I The overall goal of a common currency is to contribute to the financial stability of a 
regional economy, including price stability. It means lower cost of cross-border business through 
the elimination of currency risk. Greater flows of intra-trade would put pressure on prices, 
resulting in cheaper goods and services. Individuals benefit not only from the lowering of prices, 


they save by not having to change money when travelling, by being able to compare prices more 
readily, and by the reduced cost of transferring money across borders. 


However, there are conditions for a common currency: the intensity of intra-regional trade and 
the convergence of macroeconomic conditions. Substantial intra-ASEAN trade (which is 
growing, partly as a result of the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) and the ASEAN Economic 
Community.) and economic integration is an incentive for a monetary union. Member states 
currently trade more with other countries (80%) than among themselves (20%). Therefore, their 
economies are more concerned about currency stability against major international currencies, 
like the US dollar. On macroeconomic conditions, member states have different levels of 
economic development, capacity, and priorities that translate into different levels of interest and 
readiness. Monetary integration, however, implies less control over national monetary and fiscal 
policy to stimulate the economy. Therefore, greater convergence in macroeconomic conditions 
is being enacted to improve conditions and confidence in a common currency, {1431 Other 
concerns include weaknesses in the financial sectors, inadequacy of regional-level resource 
pooling mechanisms and institutions required to form and manage a currency union, and lack of 


political preconditions for monetary co-operation and a common currency, 174l 


Free trade 


In 1992, the Common Effective Preferential Tariff (CEPT) scheme was adopted as a schedule for 
phasing out tariffs to increase the "region's competitive advantage as a production base geared 
for the world market". This law would act as the framework for the ASEAN Free Trade Area 
(AFTA), which is an agreement by member states concerning local manufacturing in ASEAN. It 
was signed on 28 January 1992 in Singapore. (151) 


Free trade initiatives in ASEAN are spearheaded by the implementation of the ASEAN Trade in 
Goods Agreement (ATIGA) and the Agreement on Customs. These agreements are supported by 
several sector bodies to plan and to execute free trade measures, guided by the provisions and 
the requirements of ATIGA and the Agreement on Customs. They form a backbone for achieving 
targets of the AEC Blueprint and establishing the ASEAN Economic Community by the end of 
2015,!125] 


On 26 August 2007, ASEAN stated its aim of completing free trade agreements (FTA) with China, 
Japan, South Korea, India, Australia, and New Zealand by 2013, which is in line with the start of 
the ASEAN Economic Community by 2015.!!26ll1Z7] |p November 2007, ASEAN states signed the 


ASEAN Charter, a constitution governing relations among member states and establishing the 
group itself as an international legal entity,(1Z8l During the same year, the Cebu Declaration on 
East Asian Energy Security was signed by ASEAN and the other members of the EAS (Australia, 
China, India, Japan, New Zealand, South Korea), which pursues energy security by finding energy 
alternatives to fossil fuels.!1Z2! 


On 27 February 2009, an FTA with Australia and New Zealand was signed. It is believed that this 
FTA would boost combined GDP across the 12 countries by more than US$48 billion over the 
period between 2000 and 2020, !180l[181] The agreement with China created the ASEAN-China 
Free Trade Area (ACFTA), which went into full effect on 1 January 2010. In addition, ASEAN was 
noted to be negotiating an FTA with the European Union.!!82I Bilateral trade with India crossed 
the USS70 billion target in 2012 (target was to reach the level by 201 5), [183] Taiwan has also 
expressed interest in an agreement with ASEAN but needs to overcome diplomatic objections 
from China. 184! 


ASEAN, together with its six major trading partners (Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, 
South Korea), began the first round of negotiations on 26-28 February 2013, in Bali, Indonesia 
on the establishment of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP),!185! which is 


an extension of ASEAN Plus Three and Six that covers 45% of the world's population and about a 
third of the world's total GDP!186ll1871I188] 


In 2017, ASEAN and Canada initiated exploratory discussions for an ASEAN-Canada free trade 
agreement. |189Il190] 


In 2019, Reuters highlighted a mechanism used by traders to avoid the 70% tariff on ethanol 
imported into China from the United States, involving importing the fuel into Malaysia, mixing it 
with at least 40% ASEAN-produced fuel, and re-exporting it to China tariff-free under ACFTA 
rules, [191 


Electricity trade 


Cross-border electricity trade in ASEAN has been limited, despite efforts since 1997 to establish 
an ASEAN Power Grid and associated trade. Electricity trade accounts for only about 5% of the 
generation, whereas trades in coal and gas are 86% and 53% respectively, !122I[193] 


Tourism 


With the institutionalisation of visa-free travel between ASEAN member states, intra-ASEAN 
travel has escalated. In 2010, 47% or 34 million out of 73 million tourists in ASEAN member- 
states were from other ASEAN countries.1%! Cooperation in tourism was formalised in 1976, 
following the formation of the Sub-Committee on Tourism (SCOT) under the ASEAN Committee 
on Trade and Tourism. The 1st ASEAN Tourism Forum was held on 18-26 October 1981 in Kuala 
Lumpur. In 1986, ASEAN Promotional Chapters for Tourism (APCT) were established in Hong 
Kong, West Germany, the United Kingdom, Australia/New Zealand, Japan, and North 
America.!125] 


Tourism has been one of the key growth sectors in ASEAN and has proven resilient amid global 
economic challenges. The wide array of tourist attractions across the region drew 109 million 
tourists to ASEAN in 2015, up by 34% compared to 81 million tourists in 2011. As of 2012, 
tourism was estimated to account for 4.6% of ASEAN GDP—10.9% when taking into account all 
indirect contributions. It directly employed 9.3 million people, or 3.2% of total employment, and 
indirectly supported some 25 million jobs.26ll122] |p addition, the sector accounted for an 
estimated 8% of total capital investment in the region. !198] In January 2012, ASEAN tourism 
ministers called for the development of a marketing strategy. The strategy represents the 
consensus of ASEAN National Tourism Organisations (NTOs) on marketing directions for 
ASEAN moving forward to 2015.!22! in the 2013 Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Index 
(TTCl) report, Singapore placed 1st, Malaysia placed 8th, Thailand placed 9th, Indonesia placed 
12th, Brunei placed 13th, Vietnam placed 16th, Philippines placed 17th, and Cambodia placed 
20th as the top destinations of travellers in the Asia Pacific region. [2001 


1981 The ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF) was established. It is a regional meeting of NGOs, 
Ministers, sellers, buyers and journalists to promote the ASEAN countries as a single one tourist 
destination. The annual event 2019 in Ha Long marks the 38th anniversary and involves all the 
tourism industry sectors of the 10 member states of ASEAN: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. It was 
organized by TTG Events from Singapore. 
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Foreign relations 


Royal Thai Embassy, Helsinki, flying its own 
national flag as well as ASEAN's flag 


Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte poses 
for a photo with the ASEAN foreign 
ministers during the 50th anniversary of 
the group's foundation on 8 August 2017. 


ASEAN maintains a global network of alliances, dialogue partners and diplomatic missions, and 
is involved in numerous international affairs. !ZI[18I[191[20] The organisation maintains good 
relationships on an international scale, particularly towards Asia-Pacific nations, and upholds 
itself as a neutral party in politics. It holds ASEAN Summits, where heads of government of each 
member states meet to discuss and resolve regional issues, as well as to conduct other 
meetings with countries outside the bloc to promote external relations and deal with 
international affairs. The first summit was held in Bali in 1976. The third summit was in Manila in 
1987, and during this meeting, it was decided that the leaders would meet every five years. 201] 
The fourth meeting was held in Singapore in 1992 where the leaders decided to meet more 
frequently, every three years, [201] In 2001, it was decided that the organisation will meet annually 
to address urgent issues affecting the region. In December 2008, the ASEAN Charter came into 
force and with it, the ASEAN Summit will be held twice a year. The formal summit meets for 
three days, and usually includes internal organisation meeting, a conference with foreign 
ministers of the ASEAN Regional Forum, an ASEAN Plus Three meeting and ASEAN-CER, a 
meeting of member states with Australia and New Zealand [202] 


ASEAN is a major partner of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, developing cooperation 
model with the organisation in the field of security, economy, finance, tourism, culture, 
environmental protection, development and sustainability, [2031[204Il205][206] A qqitionally, the 
grouping has been closely aligned with China, cooperating across numerous areas, including 
economy, security, education, culture, technology, agriculture, human resource, society, 
development, investment, energy, transport, public health, tourism, media, environment, and 
sustainability, !202[2081I209] |¢ js also the linchpin in the foreign policy of Australia and New 
Zealand, with the three sides being integrated into an essential alliance.!“—"<—1= 484 Na 


ASEAN also participates in the East Asia Summit (EAS), a pan-Asian forum held annually by the 
leaders of eighteen countries in the East Asian region, with ASEAN in a leadership position. 
Initially, membership included all member states of ASEAN plus China, Japan, South Korea, 
India, Australia, and New Zealand, but was expanded to include the United States and Russia at 


the Sixth EAS in 2011. The first summit was held in Kuala Lumpur on 14 December 2005, and 
subsequent meetings have been held after the annual ASEAN Leaders’ Meeting. The summit has 
discussed issues including trade, energy, and security and the summit has a role in regional 
community building. 


Other meetings include the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting!245ll216 that focus mostly on specific 
topics, such as defence or the environment, 21! and are attended by ministers. The ASEAN 
Regional Forum (ARF), which met for the first time in 1994, fosters dialogue and consultation, 
and to promote confidence-building and preventive diplomacy in the region. 218] As of July 2007, 
it consists of twenty-seven participants that include all ASEAN member states, Australia, 
Bangladesh, Canada, China, the EU, India, Japan, North and South Korea, Mongolia, New 
Zealand, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Russia, East Timor, the United States, and Sri Lanka, [219 
Taiwan has been excluded since the establishment of the ARF, and issues regarding the Taiwan 
Strait are neither discussed at ARF meetings nor stated in the ARF Chairman's Statements. 


ASEAN also holds meetings with Europe during the Asia—Europe Meeting (ASEM), an informal 
dialogue process initiated in 1996 with the intention of strengthening co-operation between the 
countries of Europe and Asia, especially members of the European Union and ASEAN in 
particular, |229! ASEAN, represented by its secretariat, is one of the forty-five ASEM partners. It 
also appoints a representative to sit on the governing board of Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), a 
socio-cultural organisation associated with the meeting. Annual bilateral meetings between 
ASEAN and India, Russia and the United States are also held. 


On 12 November 2022, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba urged ASEAN countries to 
abandon their neutrality and condemn Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 221 


Territorial disputes 


South China Sea 


With perceptions that there have been multiple incursions into the South China Sea by the PRC 
(China) and ROC (Taiwan), with land, islands and resources all having had previous overlapping 
claims between Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, and various other countries, 
the PRC and ROC's claim into the region is seen as intrusive by many Southeast Asian countries 


as of 2022, potentially a reflection of the threat of Chinese expansionism into the 

region. (2221I22311224l This follows the infamous 11 dash line that was produced by the Republic of 
China (ROC, Taiwan), followed by the infamous 9-dash line by the People’s Republic of China 
(PRC). ASEAN sought for a more unified response against what it perceived to be Chinese 
penetration and hegemony into the region. There have been attempts to counterbalance this 
sway by attempting to align with other military alliances such as the nations in the Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue (QUAD). (2251 


Both the PRC (China) and the ROC (Taiwan) have employed several strategies in an attempt to 
wrestle hold of South China Sea islands, such as the salami slicing strategy and cabbage tactics 
from the PRC. There has also been calls to end the ROC (Taiwan)'s illegal military actions in the 
South China Sea, especially on Taiping Island (Itu Aba), which is referred to the East Sea in 
Vietnamese. 226! Additionally, China passed a law in January 2021 allowing its coast guard to fire 
on foreign vessels, causing greater concern amongst ASEAN states. !222] It is considered that the 
Cham people, an Austronesian people indigenous to Central and South Vietnam, were the 
"ancient rulers of the South China Sea", having had conducted extensive trade and maritime 
routes throughout the Southeast Asian region. |228] 


Bilateral 


There have been territorial disputes between ASEAN member states such as the Cambodian- 
Thai border dispute between Cambodia and Thailand, Cambodian-Vietnamese border dispute 
between Cambodia and Vietnam, 222! and the North Borneo dispute between the Philippines and 
Malaysia, [230ll2311I2321I233] The vietnamese invasion of Cambodia in 1978, backed by the Soviet 
Union, was not accepted by ASEAN. They rejected it as a violation of the principles of regional 
integration. ASEAN cooperated with US and Australia to oppose Vietnam's move and it 
sponsored a Cambodian resolution in the United Nations General Assembly. ASEAN played a 
major role starting in 1980 in the peace process, leading to the 1991 Paris Agreement. 


Relations with other blocs 


a 
[ ] ASEAN 
[| ASEAN Plus Three 
ie ASEAN Plus Six 


ASEAN Plus Three 


In 1990, Malaysia proposed the creation of an East Asia Economic Caucus!234! composed of the 
members of ASEAN, China, Japan, and South Korea. It intended to counterbalance the growing 
US influence in Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and Asia as a whole. |238Il236l 
However, the proposal failed because of strong opposition from the US and Japan, 2381237] Work 
for further integration continued, and the ASEAN Plus Three, 238! consisting of ASEAN, China, 
Japan, and South Korea, was created in 1997. 


ASEAN Plus Three!238 is a forum that functions as a coordinator of co-operation between the 
ASEAN and the three East Asian nations of China, South Korea, and Japan. Government leaders, 
ministers, and senior officials from the ten members of the ASEAN and the three East Asian 


states consult on an increasing range of issues.'232! The ASEAN Plus Three is the latest 
development of Southeast Asia-East Asia regional co-operation. In the past, proposals, such as 
South Korea's call for an Asian Common Market in 1970 and Japan's 1988 suggestion for an 
Asian Network, have been made to bring closer regional co-operation, 2401 


The first leaders' meetings were held in 1996, and 1997 to deal with Asia-Europe Meeting 
issues, and China and Japan each wanted regular summit meetings with ASEAN members 
afterwards. The group's significance and importance were strengthened by the Asian Financial 
Crisis. In response to the crisis, ASEAN closely cooperated with China, South Korea, and Japan. 
Since the implementation of the Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation in 1999 at the Manila 
Summit, ASEAN Plus Three finance ministers have been holding periodic consultations. (241) 
ASEAN Plus Three, in establishing the Chiang Mai Initiative, has been credited as forming the 
basis for financial stability in Asia, 242l the lack of such stability having contributed to the Asian 
Financial Crisis. 


Since the process began in 1997, ASEAN Plus Three has also focused on subjects other than 
finance such as the areas of food and energy security, financial co-operation, trade facilitation, 
disaster management, people-to-people contacts, narrowing the development gap, rural 
development, and poverty alleviation, human trafficking, labour movement, communicable 
diseases, environment and sustainable development, and transnational crime, including counter- 
terrorism. With the aim of further strengthening the nations’ co-operation, East Asia Vision Group 
(EAVG) Il was established at the 13th ASEAN Plus Three Summit on 29 October 2010 in Hanoi to 
stock-take, review, and identify the future direction of the co-operation. 


ASEAN Plus Six 


ASEAN Plus Three was the first of attempts for further integration to improve existing ties of 
Southeast Asia with East Asian countries of China, Japan and South Korea. This was followed by 
the even larger East Asia Summit (EAS), which included ASEAN Plus Three as well as India, 
Australia, and New Zealand. This group acted as a prerequisite for the planned East Asia 
Community which was supposedly patterned after the European Community (now transformed 
into the European Union). The ASEAN Eminent Persons Group was created to study this policy's 
possible successes and failures. 


The group became ASEAN Plus Six with Australia, New Zealand, and India, and stands as the 
linchpin of Asia Pacific's economic, political, security, socio-cultural architecture, as well as the 
global economy. '243)244112451I246] Codification of the relations between these countries has seen 
progress through the development of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, a free- 
trade agreement involving the 15 countries of ASEAN Plus Six (excluding India). RCEP would, in 


part, allow the members to protect local sectors and give more time to comply with the aim for 
developed country members, 242] 


The economies in this region that have not joined the RCEP are: Hong Kong, India, Macau, North 
Korea and Taiwan. 


Hong Kong is actively seeking to join. Hong Kong itself has signed free trade agreements with 
ASEAN, New Zealand, Mainland China, and Australia. Mainland China welcomes Hong Kong's 
participation. According to the 2018 policy address of the Special Chief Executive, the Special 
Chief Executive She will start negotiations with RCEP member states after the signing of RCEP. 
As Asia's financial center and Asia's trading hub, Hong Kong can provide member countries with 
high-quality financial services. 


India temporarily does not join the RCEP for the protection of its own market, but Japan, China, 
and ASEAN welcomes India's participation. !248! The members stated that "the door will always 
be open" and promised to create convenient conditions for India to participate in RCEP. And India 
itself has signed free trade agreements with ASEAN, Japan and South Korea. 


As a free trade port, Macau's tax rate itself is very low. Macau's economy does not depend on 
import and export trade. Tourism and gaming are the main economic industries in Macau. The 
Macau government did not state whether to join RCEP. Macau still has room for openness in the 
service industry. 


Taiwan has been excluded from participating with the organization owing to China's influence on 
the Asia Pacific through its economic and diplomatic influence.'242! Because Taiwan itself has a 
New Southbound Policy, the inability to join the RCEP is expected to have little impact on Taiwan. 
At the same time, Taiwan is also considering whether to cancel ECFA to counter China. 


Environment 


Haze over Borneo, 2006 


At the turn of the 21st century, ASEAN began to discuss environmental agreements. These 
included the signing of the ASEAN Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution in 2002 as an 
attempt to control haze pollution in Southeast Asia, arguably the region's most high-profile 
environmental issue./250l Unfortunately, this was unsuccessful due to the outbreaks of haze in 
2005, 2006, 2009, 2013, and 2015. As of 2015, thirteen years after signing the ASEAN 
Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution, the situation with respect to the long term issue of 
Southeast Asian haze had not changed for 50% of the ASEAN member states, and still remained 
as a crisis every two years during summer and fall. [251/[2521[253] 


Video: ASEAN explained in 5 minutes 


Trash dumping from foreign countries (such as Japan and Canada) to ASEAN has yet to be 
discussed and resolved.!254! |mportant issues include deforestation (with Indonesia recorded the 
largest loss of forest in the region, more than other member states combined in the 2001-2013 
period!255)), plastic waste dumping (5 member states were among the top 10 out of 192 
countries based on 2010 data, with Indonesia ranked as second worst polluter!252l), threatened 
mammal species (Indonesia ranked the worst in the region with 184 species under threat!25Zl), 
threatened fish species (Indonesia ranked the worst in the region!258l), threatened (higher) plant 
species (Malaysia ranked the worst in the region|252!), 


ASEAN's aggregate economy is one of the fastest growing in the world. It is expected to grow by 
4.6% in 2019, and 4.8% in 2020, but at the cost of the release about 1.5 billion tonnes of CO, to 
the atmosphere every year. That makes ASEAN a greater source of greenhouse gas emissions 
than Japan (1.3 billion tonnes per year) or Germany (796 million tonnes per year). It is the only 
region in the world where coal is expected to increase its share of the energy mix, !141] According 
to the International Energy Agency (IEA), "Since 2000 [ASEAN's] overall energy demand has 
grown by more than 80% and the lion's share of this growth has been met by a doubling in fossil 
fuel use,... Oil is the largest element in the regional energy mix and coal, largely for power 
generation, has been the fastest growing."456l ASEAN has been criticized for not doing enough 
to mitigate climate change although it is the world's most vulnerable region in terms of climate 
impact.141] 


ASEAN has many opportunities for renewable energy. (2601[261] With solar and wind power plus off 
river pumped hydro storage, ASEAN electricity industry could achieve very high penetration 


(78%-97%) of domestic solar and wind energy resources at a competitive levelised costs of 
electricity range from 55 to 115 U.S. dollars per megawatt-hour based on 2020 technology 
costs. 26 Vietnam's experience in solar and wind power development provides relevant 
implications for the other ASEAN countries. 261] 


Education 


To enhance the region's status in education, ASEAN education ministers have agreed four 
priorities for education at all levels, promoting ASEAN awareness among ASEAN citizens, 
particularly youth, strengthening ASEAN identity through education, building ASEAN human 
resources in the field of education strengthening the ASEAN University Network. 262] At the 11th 
ASEAN Summit in December 2005, leaders set new direction for regional education 
collaboration when they welcomed the decision of the ASEAN education ministers to convene 
meetings on a regular basis. The annual ASEAN Education Ministers Meeting oversees co- 
operation efforts on education at the ministerial level. With regard to implementation, programs, 
and activities are carried out by the ASEAN Senior Officials on Education (SOM-ED). SOM-ED 
also manages co-operation on higher education through the ASEAN University Network 

(AUN), 263! It is a consortium of Southeast Asian tertiary institutions of which 30 currently belong 
as participating universities.!264l Founded in November 1995 by 11 universities, 2! the AUN was 
established to:!282! promote co-operation among ASEAN scholars, academics, and scientists, 
develop academic and professional human resources, promote information dissemination 
among the ASEAN academic community, enhance awareness of a regional identity and the 
sense of "ASEAN-ness" among member states. 


The Southeast Asia Engineering Education Development Network (SEED-Net) Project was 
established as an autonomous sub-network of AUN in April 2001. It is aimed at promoting 
human resource development in engineering. The network consists of 26 member institutions 
selected by higher education ministries of each ASEAN member state, and 11 supporting 
Japanese universities selected by the Japanese government. This network is mainly supported 
partially supported by the ASEAN Foundation. SEED-Net activities are implemented by the SEED- 
Net secretariat with the support of the JICA Project for SEED-Net now based at Chulalongkorn 
University. 


ASEAN also has a scholarship program offered by Singapore to the 9 other member states for 
secondary school, junior college, and university education. It covers accommodation, food, 
medical benefits and accident insurance, school fees, and examination fees. Its recipients, who 


